THE CONUNDRUM OF THE AGES       13
and physics. The Wandering Jew, who is the only mortal having the privilege of attending the schools of the Eleatics and those of the present day, would observe one difference, that modern scientists try to put their theories to the test of experiment wherever possible, while the ancients were content with thinking them out.
Of all the guesses that have been given to this riddle of the universe none has been more bold and revolutionary than that contained in a paper of four or five pages contributed in 1905 to the 'Annalcn dcr Physik by Albert Einstein. The controversy it precipitated has not altogether been confined to the realm of pure reason, for scientists are but human and as such are not entirely uninfluenced by patriotic prejudice.
In this brief paper he proposed a new theory of the universe based upon two postulates. The first was the principle of relativity; that all motion is relative. This means, for instance, that we would never know the motion of a smoothly moving train if the windows were darkened and that we could never discover the forward movement of the earth if we could not see the heavenly bodies.
Einstein's second postulate was that the velocity of light is independent of the motion of the source. This is a hard one for our reason to swallow, for it means
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